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Creative City Challenge Partner Meeting Gothenburg 2010

Representatives from all of the 13 CCC partner organisations got together for the third time for a meeting organised by the Swedish
partner TILLT in Gothenburg on board the ‘Marienholm’ on 5th - 7th May 2010.

For the three days the 30 participants ex-
changed information about the progress of
various project activities; all aimed at strength-
ening creativity and innovation in their
regions. The lively presentations, following
discussions and informal conversations also
generated new stimulus for further work.

The CCC project was also positively re-
ceived by the chairman of the Swedish Sub-

Project activity Hoeje-Taastrup Municipality

By contrast to other CCC partners the Hoeje-Taastrup municipality is not analysing the
creative companies but the traditional industry in order to identify how these companies are
using creativity and innovation as well as connections to creative companies as an im-

portant factor for growth.

The activity aims to verify or deny the hypo-
thesis that creative entrepreneurs have a
lack of business skills and traditional industry
entrepreneurs have a lack of creative skills.
However, if the different sectors are brought
together, it will make way for innovation and
growth.

By promoting creativity in the concrete indus-
try Hgje-Taastrup municipality is creating a
basis for an international, innovative and
creative cluster for concrete. This is done by
bringing public authorities and technical
scientific research and educational environ-
ments together with small and medium-sized
companies in the traditional concrete indu-
stry and linking them with artists, designers,
architects and town planners to create new,
innovative ways of using concrete. A number
of innovation checks on the traditional
companies have now been completed, and
preliminary results in form of possible future
scenarios have been elaborated and discuss-
ed with the Expert Group.

In aworkshop (May 2010) a number of possible
future scenarios for the future development
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in the concrete sector have been discussed
and investigated. The purpose is to clarify
how the participating companies can use
creativity and innovation in their future
growth and development. The workshop also
aims to bring together different sectors,
creative ones, as well as organisations in-
volved in the concrete industry.

Later the project will investigate how the
municipality can support a creative use of
concrete in urban development planning.

As part of the Creative City Challenge project
Hoeje-Taastrup municipality has developed
a branding framework in a unique process in-
volving about 140 managers and employees
in describing the content of the Hoeje-Taastrup
brand. Together with the study by Annet
Jantien Smit: »Branding creative places«, the
framework defines the platform for branding
Hoeje-Taastrup as the place for creative con-
crete and the management of a concrete
cluster. The report points to the importance
of involving local stakeholders in the inno-
vative process, i.e. the triple helix of munici-
pality, education and business.

committee of the Interreg IVB North Sea Pro-
gramme, Ms. Vivi-Ann Nilsson. She attend-
ed the transnational seminar »Building
Support and Infrastructure to Creativity and
Innovation« on the final day of the meeting
and revealed to the proud participants that
the project had been accepted unanimously
at the time of its application. The next project
meeting will take place in Kortrijk, Belgium
on 20th - 22nd October 2010.

creative city challenge B ES I
that is the result of a partnership collaboration
between a partner from within the creative industries
‘with another creative or more traditional partner
in the EU North Sea Region.
ti ity net

For more i ion go to: www.

Collaboration is the key word!
So take the chance to win an award:
Tell us about a product, service or idea

with kind support of

credtive city challenge

By awarding the 5 best collaborations
through an international jury Creative City
Challenge aims to highlight successful part-
nerships between the creative and the
traditional industries in order to encourage
companies to intensify cooperation and
collaboration. A best practice collaboration
will be elected each year from 2010 to 2012.

Seize the opportunity: applying for the BEST
COLLABORATION AWARD 2010 promotes
your own company in an international play-
ground! www.creative-city-challenge.net
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Street Stars — Bringing the
Community Together

Since January 2010, Newcastle City Council has been working
with Street Stars — a project based at the Ouseburn Trust.

Street Stars are a strong and dedicated team
of volunteers, with a high level of local know-
ledge and are interested in supporting the
growth and development of the Ouseburn
Valley, which is a strong creative cluster, and
the surrounding areas. Victoria Smyth, the
Street Stars Coordinator, has led a team of
volunteers developing their skills and confi-
dence, and then supporting them to carry out
engagement, empowerment and networking
activities. Based on Lime Street in the Ouse-
burn Valley, Street Stars is right at the heart
of Newcastle’s Creative Hub.

Our main activities are:

+ Organising get-togethers of local businesses
and communities

» Hosting forums

* Publicising local events

+ Acting as a local information point

» Helping businesses network
» Providing volunteering
opportunities

Early conversations with local businesses
showed that, although they worked in a
creative cluster environment, there was still
a huge need for networking opportunities.
To meet this need Street Stars run monthly
business breakfasts, which provide an infor-
mal networking environment, for businesses
to meet their neighbours and discuss new
partnerships. Since starting in February, 50
local businesses have been represented at
our Breakfasts. Local businesses have com-
mented »The Street Stars team members
are connecting us with people we didn’'t know
before because they have their finger on the
pulse much more than we do.« Street Stars
support local businesses in bringing their

issues before decision-makers and increas-
ing opportunities for dialogue.

»Bringing all these people in one room has
saved me weeks of effort. Street Stars gives
me adirect link to the area.« — Local Authority
Officer.

Street Stars is now part of the vocabulary used
in the Ouseburn Valley, it is associated with
quality networking and opportunities for getting
your voice heard. Through Creative Cities
Challenge, Street Stars will be able to open up
new opportunities for sharing and networking
between Newcastle and creative clusters
working in European partner regions.

International App Development Conference in Dundee

Date: 8th - 10th November 2010 / Venue: Dundee, Scotland

Background

App development for mobile devices has
grown at a rate of 140% each year since 2007
and is expected to grow by 68% per year until
2013 and have a combined annual worth of
€11.6 billion, making the app development
market one of the most important but com-
petitive areas of the creative industries. But
how many companies are fully prepared to
make the most of this area of dynamic growth?

Event

Dundee City has been a recognised centre of
excellence in the digital entertainment indu-
stry for many years, with games like Grand

Budalibre

Every artist or other creative spirit has a folder somewhere with ideas which, for whatever reason, were
never carried out: too expensive, too simple, too complex, too similar to something already done ...

These »leftovers« usually die a lonely,
dusty death, unless someone comes up
with the idea to collect these ideas and sell
them in a unique public sale of brilliant
ideas. That is exactly what Sarah Vanhee
did! She collected many ideas from artists
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credative city challenge

Theft Auto, Lemmings and now new releases
such as Crackdown 2 and the highly antici-
pated APB having all been developed there.
As part of the Interreg funded Creative City
Challenge project, Dundee College, along
with key project and other industry partners,
are now planning a 3-day International App
Development Conference to be held in
Dundee, Scotland, in November 2010. The
conference aims to bring together the very
best in professional app development from
around the North Sea Region to take part in
this key knowledge transfer event between
established professionals and newcomers to
the app development business.

and creative heads, from which she select-
ed the 20 best. These were put up for sale
at Buda Libre XL, the great public sale of
unrealised but brilliant ideas at Quinze &
Milan, the studio of top designer Arne
Quinze in Kortrijk.

Guests from following sectors are welcome:

» Established app developers

e Start up SMEs

 Existing companies wishing move in to
this exciting area of development

» Students studying digital design and
programming courses

To register an interest, offer to contribute,
suggest topics for content or for any other
enquiries, please contact: Andrew Mackenzie,
Project Manager Creative Industries, Dundee
College, a.mackenzie@dundeecollege.ac.uk

www.creative-city-challenge.net

It was an extremely fine, varied and enter-
taining evening that fluctuated between an
auction and a theatre. Sarah was assisted
by a professional auctioneer. Many visitors
went home with a golden idea!
www.budalibre.be
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